Meeting of the Friends of Maples Farm Park 

November 4, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 PM by K.McCue.

STEAP Grant:  MFP has been awarded a STEAP grant of $178,000.  Bill Ballinger is to explore the possibility of bonding the difference needed to complete the renovations to the homestead (approximately 61, 000).  Bill has also agreed to request bids from contractors, preferably individuals with experience restoring historic homes.

DEP Trail Grant:  The DEP is supposed to be announcing the recipients of the trail grants this week.

2010 Department of Agriculture Grant:  Grant has been submitted requesting $22, 000 ($11,000 matching required).  Improvements to the property included in this amount; outdoor electricity, PA system, gate and tote bags foe Farmer’s Market. 

Farmer’s Market 2010:  Farmer’s Market Committee to meet to revise application process and discuss Community group/organization guests to the Farmer’s Market.  A decision has been made not to sell books at next year’s Farmer’s Market due to the need to move the books to and from the market area.
Fund Raising:  The balance of the MFP account is $3900.   The following fund raising ideas were discussed:  (1) Christmas wreath sale in 2010; (2) Continuance of pottery sale, which has been very successful; (3) T-shirts; (4) tote bags; and (5) Raffle Quilt; L. Stauning to organize making of quilt to be finished by 7/2010.  MFP will need to apply with State for raffle by April.  Raffle tickets to be sold at Farmer’s Market and drawing to be held at the final Farmer’s Market in October.
Town-wide Tag Sale:  N. Renshaw reported that the Town-wide Tag Sale is scheduled to take place on June 12, 2010.

Policies and Procedures: L. Stauning distributed a draft of the Policies and Procedures for MFP.  These Policies and Procedures are limited to use of the grounds, as the building is not yet available. Members are to review and return comments to L. Stauning by 12/1/09.  In preparation for drafting the policies for building uses, K. McCue will find out the status of the septic system and speak with T. Main about the capacity of the homestead.
Drainage Project:   Steps need to be taken to improve the drainage in the Farmer’s Market area.  In the spring a pipe will be put in place to drain water away from market area and into culvert.  This project may be completed at the time electricity is run out to the market area.

The next meeting is scheduled for 12/9/09 at the Town Hall.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Lara Stauning, Secretary 

